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The Construction Photographic Collection:

@ Documented each step/phase of construction
= Contains over 4000 photographs
m Covers time period of 1915-1932



= The great flood of March 1913, was the region’s
greatest natural disaster, killing more than 360
people and causing more than $100 million in
damages ($2 billion in today’s economy). After
the tflood, the Dayton community vowed
“never again.” Out of that promise sprung the
Miami Conservancy District (MCD). MCD built
a system that provides flood protection for the
region including five dry dams and about 55
miles of levee, protecting 10 cities along the
Great Miami River from Piqua to Hamilton.



= Photographic Collection Background:

During the construction of the MCD flood
control system, a photographer was assigned
to each of the dams, and the cities where

channel improvements were made and levees
built.



In the field photographers:

» Used glass negatives
» Marked negatives with job number

= Noted date and
= Wrote descriptions



Examples of Job numbers:

b 1 - Germantown Dam on Twin Creek

0 2 - Englewood Dam on the Stillwater River
o 3 - Lockington Dam on Loramie Creek

0 4 - Taylorsville Dam on Great Miami River

b 5 - Huffman on Mad River
bs 37 thru 40 - Troy
b 41 thru 46 - Dayton
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= At the end of the day photographers:
» Reviewed glass negatives

= Noted unique identifier on negatives
o Job number + sequential number + date

» Hand written descriptions were check and
transcribed onto index cards

= Negatives were developed
= Prints filed by job number
» Descriptions filed by sequential number
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m Fast forward- 1960s-70s

» Index cards retyped onto 8-1/2 x 11 sheets
and put into a binder keeping the sequential
photo number order.

= Also created
o Photograph Index

o Table of Contents for “Views in the Miami
Valley” Volumes 1 and 2

o Photo Album Index
o Job number list



. Desveiption of MCO Constructiem Photuvgraphs
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Hamiiloun 11-86-17
Lok ing sowth aloeng south "A" Streel From a poianbt Just
suulh uf Main Street.

Hamil=wen 11-26-17
Lovkinyg north oloenyg swulh "A" Sireet frarnn 531 f2et sowth
Sime Ross Streei.

2-Enylewauud #-13-18

Dawtoun, Tuledo and Chicage R.R. bridye over 5iillwater
Riveyr mear Big Send -between Ludlpw Falls and Figasant
Hill.

dZ=Tsvhon 2=12-_158
Washing*ton 2freot ta Eig Four R.E.. Miarmi Riwvar
unimproevaed conditions . lLoocking upsitream at ovld

Cincinnati Street Rridge at Killer's Ford. Sridge
carriocd out fn 1913 wa= replaced by light timnber
trusses which were carried put by ice jan Jjusz befure
this pictura wes faken. D1d cablewaw tower usad by
Gephzrt & KEline to be scan in distance.

J-Lockinglon 2-27-18
Section 9 - camp, Lookiny southeast fTrom brick farm
house Jusl bBelow danm Lowstd =ite of camp.

G-Lockimgton 5=10-15 R °
Spction 8 - Camp. Cama vyead in faoregraund. First of
canp cottages under construction.

J=Lackington s=11-13
Soctiar 9 - Canip. Camp coittznes under construction.

F=lockington 7-k2=13
Secticm 9 camp. Camp coitages oeimg censtructazd.

S-Huf7man I-7-1a 3

VYiews before comstruction. Yiew af Mad River chaaneil
sbove the dam and a part of the basin from kRillside at
south end of dam.

S-flufiman - 3-7-18
View ol soulh edge o Lasin from hillsdide st the south
and yf dam befora coenstruction.




In 1975 the original nitrate and glass plate

negatives were placed in the Wright State
Archives.

In 1983 Wright State University received a
federal grant for $9,800 from the National
Historic Publications and Records Commission
of the National Archives.

The grant was used to restore and microfilm
the nitrate and glass negatives.



= By mid-1980s the Construction
Photographic Collection consisted of:

= Prints in photo albums by job #
= Microfilm of prints by photo #
= Description index by photo #

= Photo Album Index

= Job Number List



From Flard Copy to Intagnae

Time for some detective work.......




Fast forward mid-1990s
= The Goal -

» Provide users with easy access to
historical information in one location

= The challenge -

= [ntegrate the
o Photographs
o Album index
o Descriptions




= The Plan...2002

= Scan the photographs

» Have searchable descriptions

» Integrate photographs, descriptions, albums
= Make available in one location



= Spring 2003
= Description index scanned as OCR - Excel file
» Photographs scanned

= While searching became easier - the process
still does not meet needs of users



= Building a database

= First attempt - export Excel file to Access
o Results not exactly great
o Inconsistency in Excel file layout

= Second attempt
o Created a test model database
o Entered data for ~100 photographs

o Tested search capabilities with satisfactory
results

o Hired temp to begin inputting data



= Slow going...

Between first week of June and third week of August
2003 only ~third of data entered

Lessons learned ..
Don’t hire an employee’s daughter as a temp
Make sure quality control is implemented
Learn to say No! to other projects



m September 2003 - October 2004

» Photograph Collection moved to back burner
o Little to nothing done on populating database
o RM assigned to special project
o MCD moved back to newly renovated headquarters

= Will this goal ever be achieved?



m Mid - 2005

= Populating the photograph database begins anew -
albeit slowly

= By the end of 2005 another third of the data entered

= Still had no real way to measure accuracy of data
input

= The light at the end of the tunnel getting the
tiniest bit brighter



m Fast forward to October 2008

» Finally all the data is entered we now have ..
o Job numbers
o Locations
o Descriptions
o Dates
o Album and Page numbers

= Spell check and semi-QC done

All we need now is ... THE MERGER



= December 6, 2008 - St. Nicholas delivers

= Approval for IT to write program
merging the photographs with database
- finally we're getting somewhere

= Next step quality check



= January - April 2009

» The data is checked for accuracy of
descriptions, dates, job numbers, locations,
album and page references.

= Missing photos are noted
= [T completes links for website



= May 2009 - It's a Go!!!!

= The Construction Photograph Collection now
available on MCD website..

s Check it out......

WWwWw.miamiconservancy.org/resources



http://www.miamiconservancy.org/resources�
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